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Small Dragon Stamps with Clean-cut Perforation

The Small Dragon stamps were issued in 1885 as a set of three, marking the second
series released during the Qing Dynasty’s Customs Postal Service trial period. Printed
using letterpress typography, they feature designs, text, and denominations similar to the
Large Dragon Stamps but in a slightly smaller format, hence their name. These were the
first Chinese postage stamps to incorporate anti-counterfeit technology, utilising specially
prepared watermark paper with a Tai Chi pattern.

The initial printings used a 12.5-gauge old perforating machine, producing rough
perforations, and those stamps are thus known as “Small Dragon Stamps with Rough
Perforation”. Subsequent printings used an 11.5-gauge new perforating machine,
resulting in neat and smooth perforations, and those stamps are thus known as the “Small
Dragon Stamps with Clean-cut Perforation”.
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3" Express Letter Stamp Issue

In the autumn of 1905 (the 31t year of the Guangxu reign), the Chinese Imperial
Post introduced express mail operations. Initial trials were conducted in Beijing, Tianjin,
and a few other locations before expanding to provinces, municipalities, and towns across
the empire. To meet express mail needs, a special stamp set was printed and issued,
known as the Express Letter Stamp.

The Chinese Imperial Post Express Letter Stamp consisted of a long strip of four
connected parts, including postage stamps, receipts, and postal office stubs. From left to
right, the first part served as the sending post office’s stub; the second part was the
“Receipt Voucher”; the third part indicated the postage fee of ten cents and was the
receiving post office’s copy; the fourth part was the “Sending Receipt”, held by the sender
as proof of mailing. All parts carried a unified serial number.

From November 1905 onward, seven successive issues were produced, with
variations in sheet size and format. The third issue, released on October 10, 1907, carries
a postage value of ten cents and is printed in pale green or yellow-green. The design
features a dragon raising its head, with four claws beneath it, while the background is left
blank.
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4™ Express Letter Stamp Issue

The Fourth Express Letter Stamps were issued in February 1909. The postage value
is ten cents and the colour is printed in either pale green or grass green. The central motif
features a dragon with its head facing upward and four claws under its body. The design
features a green border on both the upper and lower portions of the background, and the
second line at the bottom of the background is printed with “FEBY1909.”
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5t Issue Express Letter Stamps

The Fifth Express Letter Stamps were issued in January 1911. The postage value is
ten cents, and the colour is green. The main design features a dragon’s head facing
upwards, with four claws beneath its body. The second line at the bottom of the
background is printed with “JAN.1911.”
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R. 5 Regular Stamps with Design of Tian’anmen (5" Print)

The R. 5 Regular Stamps with Design of Tian'anmen (5% Print) were launched on
April 18, 1951. The complete set comprises six stamps, designed by Sun Chuanzhe and
engraved by Wu Jintang. The stamps were produced by the Beijing Chinese People’s
Printing Works using the offset and engraving combined printing technique.

This stamp issue has been the highest-denomination set among the stamps issued
since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, with face values in the old RMB of
10,000, 20,000, 30,000, 50,000, 100,000, and 200,000. These were mainly used for parcels
and remittance transfers. Due to their high face values, very few remained with collectors,
making the set relatively rare and quite valuable.
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S. 1 National Emblem (Original Stamp Design)

The S. 1 National Emblem stamps were released on October 1, 1951. The complete
set comprises five stamps, designed by Sun Chuanzhe and engraved by Wu lJintang,
produced by the Beijing Chinese People’s Printing Works using the offset and engraving
combined printing technique.

The National Emblem stamps were the first set of special stamps issued by the
People’s Republic of China, as well as the first to feature the national emblem as the main
design. The stamps are printed in the following colours: navy blue, ochre, orange-yellow,
deep green, and red. The design of the original stamp primarily uses golden and red tones;
it includes a dignified and elegant national emblem, conveying profound meaning, while
the bordering motifs exhibit a simple yet distinctive national style.
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C. 94 Stage Art of Mei Lanfang (Imperforate Stamps and Souvenir Sheet)

The C. 94 Stage Art of Mei Lanfang commemorative stamps were issued on August
8, 1962. The set included eight perforated stamps, along with a matching set of eight
imperforate stamps and one souvenir sheet. The designer of the stamps was Sun
Chuanzhe, while the souvenir sheet was designed by Wu Jiankun. They were printed by
the Beijing Stamp Printing House using the photogravure printing technique. The first
stamp features a half-length portrait of Mei Lanfang. The remaining seven depict his iconic

n u

stage characters from the famous operas, such as “Resisting the Jin Army”, “The Peony
Pavilion: A Dream in the Garden”, “Farewell My Concubine”, “Mu Guiying Takes
Command”, “The Heavenly Maiden Scattering Flowers”, “The Tragedy of Life and Death”
and “The Cosmos Sword”.

The Stage Art of Mei Lanfang stamps and souvenir sheet showcase elegant and
precise designs. They vividly capture the charm of Peking Opera and rank among the most
representative masterpieces in the history of the People’s Republic of China postage

stamps.
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T. 46 Geng-Shen Year (Year of the Monkey) (Stamps and Original Design)

The T. 46 Geng-Shen Year stamp was China’s first zodiac-dedicated stamp, issued on
February 15, 1980. Stamp designer Shao Bolin invited Mr. Huang Yongyu to create the
original artwork, and he completed the overall design of the stamp by himself. The
renowned artist Huang Yongyu’s ink painting depicts a spirited and charming golden
monkey, head held high. Engraver Jiang Weijie's work features fluid lines and bold strokes,
faithfully capturing the original design with precision. Released the day before Chinese
New Year, the stamps use festive red as the background to evoke the celebratory spirit of
the Spring Festival.

The issuance of the Geng-Shen Year stamp marked the beginning of China’s zodiac
stamp series. Its distinctive design and exquisite engraving techniques have captivated
countless philatelists ever since.
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T. 146 Geng-Wu Year (Year of the Horse) (Stamps and Engraving Plate)

The T. 146 Geng-Wu Year (Year of the Horse) stamp was issued on January 5, 1990.
The complete set consists of one stamp, designed by Zou Jianjun and engraved by Hu
Zhenyuan. It was printed by the Beijing Stamp Printing House using the photogravure and
intaglio combined printing technique.

The Geng-Wu Year stamp represents the first set issued in the Year of the Horse out
of the series of the zodiac stamps. The designer drew inspiration from folk art traditions,
including the Shaanbei region’s folk toys, and adopted techniques from traditional paper
cutting and shadow puppetry. Against a green background, the black horse stands out
with a bright red mane and snow-white hooves, a red lotus-patterned saddle, a vivid red
bridle, and a rhythm necklace with a tassel, all elements creating a striking image. The foal
lifts one forehoof as if about to gallop, conveying dynamic motion and vitality. The overall
composition conveys a festive mood of bidding farewell to the old year and welcoming
the new one.

The stamp engraving plate is the black engraving master plate in the photogravure
and intaglio printing process, produced by the Beijing Stamp Printing House in 1990. The
engraving plate (9.2 cm long, 7cm wide, 1 cm high) is made of professional printing metal,



and its surface features a hand-engraved pony design, with lines accurately reproducing
the contours and details of the horse in the original artwork.
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1999-18 Macao’s Return to the Motherland (Stamps and Souvenir Sheets)

The 1999-18 Macao’s Return to the Motherland stamps were issued on December
20, 1999. The complete set consists of two stamps, one souvenir sheet, and one gold-foil
souvenir sheet, designed by Yang Wenqing and Zhang Guilin, and printed by the Beijing
Stamp Printing House using the photogravure printing technique.

On December 20, 1999, the Central People’s Government of the People’s Republic
of China resumed the exercise of sovereignty over Macao, officially ending the history of
foreign rule on this Chinese territory. This event followed Hong Kong’s return and
represented another major milestone for the Chinese nation. The image of the first stamp



features, against a red background, the cover of the “Joint Declaration of the Government
of the People’s Republic of China and the Government of the Republic of Portugal on the
Question of Macao”, with a lotus flower in the lower left corner. The second stamp uses
the cover of the Basic Law of the Macao Special Administrative Region of the People’s
Republic of China, with the Great Wall of China depicted below. The souvenir sheet
illustrates the policy of “One Country, Two Systems” and Deng Xiaoping’s half-length
portrait, with a five-pointed star perforation at each corner. The gold souvenir sheet
repeats the same design but with gold-foil along the border of the Macao Drunken Dragon
Dance motif at the bottom.
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1999-20 Change of Centuries: Entering a New Millennium —
Review of the 20" Century

Issued on December 31, 1999, the Change of Centuries: Entering a New Millennium
— Review of the 20t Century stamps comprise eight stamps designed by Huang Li and Guo
Chenghui and printed by the Henan Posts and Telecommunications Printing Works using
the offset lithography printing technique.



In the 20 century, China went through feudal, colonial/semi-colonial, and socialist
eras, enduring repeated hardships and upheavals. During this century, the Chinese people
strove to survive and fought valiantly in the war of resistance against aggression. Under
the leadership of the Communist Party of China, the People’s Republic of China was
established. Great achievements were then made in building socialism, pursuing reform
and opening up, with the return of Hong Kong and Macao to the Motherland garnering
worldwide attention. As the first issue in the series celebrating the 21t century, this set of
stamps vividly depicts the glorious history of the Chinese nation’s endeavours over the
past century in a stamp-within-a-stamp format. The eighth stamp of this issue features
Deng Xiaoping’s portrait in the lower right corner, and the background is inspired by the
design of the 1997-10M Hong Kong’s Return to the Motherland (souvenir sheet),
highlighting the significance and status of Hong Kong and Macao’s return to the
Motherland in the history of the Chinese people’s revolution.

The eight exhibited stamps respectively present significant historical moments in
China in the 20™ century. Among them, “The Revolution of 1911” (8-1) features the
standard portrait of Dr. Sun Yat-sen and the “Wuchang Uprising (Relief)” design, revealing
the pioneering significance of the Revolution; “The Founding Ceremony” (8-5) features
the standard portrait of Mao Zedong and Dong Xiwen’s oil painting, highlighting the great
historical status of the founding of the People’s Republic of China; “The Return of Hong
Kong and Macao” (8-8) features the standard portrait of Deng Xiaoping and the souvenir
sheet “Hong Kong’s Return to the Motherland” in the background. With Hong Kong and
Macao returning successively, this stamp set was issued only 11 days after Macao’s return,
vividly recording the successful implementation of the “One Country, Two Systems”
concept.



